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State, daily growing in power, Pacificism can never exert much influence for evil; there is no possibility of such a, nation being seriously turned from heroism. But to an old nation in which certain forces of decay seem, at least, already to be manifesting themselves, might not such a theory, if too ardently adopted, be fraught with very terrible danger, with very real and disastrous consequences ?
In regard to Germany we are confronted by certain circumstances that indisputably merit our consideration here in England. There is, for instance, the annual appearance in Germany of very nearly seven hundred books dealing with war as a science. This points, at once, to an extreme preoccupation in that nation with the idea of war. I doubt whether twenty books a year on the art of war appear in this country, and whether their circulation, when they do appear, is much more than twenty!
There is, again, the German way of regarding war. What is the attitude of mind towards war of Treit-schke, for example, a man whose spirit still controls German youth, German patriotism, a man who has a power in Germany, as a thinker and as a writer, that you might compare to the power exercised by Carlyleand by Macaulay put together in this country ? To him the army is simply the natural expression of the vital forces of the nation ; and just as those vital forces of the nation increase so shall the German army and the German navy increase. A nation's military efficiency is the exact coefficient of a nation's idealism. That is Treitschke's solution of the matter. His answer to all our talk about the limitation of arma-